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Deputy Director of the Center for Cooperation and 

Development Studies (CECODE) of the University of Murcia. She 

is also Director of the Chair of Human Rights and Rights of 

Nature of the same University. Her teaching and research 

profile as a professor of Philosophy of Law is "Theory of Justice 

and Human Rights". In this area, she has researched specifically 

on the new paradigm of Ecological Justice and the Rights of 

Nature. In this context, she has participated as a speaker in international and national 

congresses, conferences, and seminars, and has been invited to international meetings. 

She is the author of numerous publications addressing ecological justice, the rights of 

children, social rights, and the rights of Nature, among many others. 

Teresa Vicente Giménez has been the leader of the Iniciativa Legislativa Popular (ILP) or 

Popular Legislative Initiative in Murcia that seeks to give legal personality to the Mar 

Menor lagoon and his entire basin. Mar Menor is the largest saltwater lake in Europe 

and has come under threat mainly due to water contamination resulting from the 

unchecked growth of agriculture and waters have become choked with algae. The 

639,826 signatures gathered by the citizen movement throughout Spain became the key 

to open the process that will recognize the legal personality of Mar Menor. She 

defended before the Commission for Ecological Transition and Demographic Challenge 

of Congress the proposal of law to recognize the legal personality of the Mar Menor, 

and, on 5 April 2022, the Spanish Congress of Deputies overwhelmingly voted to 

expedite drafting of a law so that Mar Menor will have legal personality thus becoming 

the first ecosystem in Europe with his own rights. 
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