Her Excellency Sonia Guajajara
Minister of Indigenous Peoples of Brazil

Sonia Bone de Sousa Silva Santos, known as Sonia Guajajara, is a native of the Guajajara/Tentehar
People. She was born on March 6, 1974, in the Araribdia Indigenous Land, in the state of Maranhao,
Brazil. Since very young, she is an activist defending indigenous rights and socio-environmental rights
and is now the first woman indigenous to be appointed minister of state, of the first Ministry of
Indigenous Peoples, in Brazil.

Graduated in Literature and Nursing, she completed a post-graduate course in Special Education and
stood out for her fights for the rights of native peoples and the environment. In 2018 Sonia Guajajara
was a candidate for vice-presidency of the Republic composing the ticket with Guilherme Boulos,
opening the discussion within the indigenous movement to the importance of occupying politics. In
2022, responding to the call of Articulation of the Indigenous Peoples of Brazil - AIPB, assumed the
commitment to promote Brazilian politics, launching, together with other indigenous candidacies, her
campaign for federal deputy for the state of Sdo Paulo, becoming the first indigenous deputy elected
in the state and the indigenous woman with the highest number of votes in history.

Internationally recognized for its struggle to defend the rights of indigenous peoples, their territories
and for her fight for socio-environmental causes, she was elected one of the 100 most influential
people of 2022 by TIMES magazine. Sonia was part of the Coordination of Organizations and
Articulations of the Indigenous Peoples of Maranhdo (COAIPMA), from the Coordination of Indigenous
Organizations of the Brazilian Amazon (CIOBA) and acted as executive coordinator of AIPB
(Articulation of the Indigenous Peoples of Brazil). Also integrated the WG of Native Peoples in the
government transition, and was a fundamental part in the construction of the report that mapped the
main demands and priorities for indigenous peoples, such as land demarcation.

Nascida em 6 de marco de 1974, na Terra Indigena Araribdia, no estado do Maranhao, Brasil, Sonia
Bone de Sousa Silva Santos, conhecida como Sonia Guajajara, é indigena do Povo Guajajara/Tentehar.
Desde muito jovem é ativista defensora dos direitos indigenas e dos direitos socioambientais e agora
a primeira mulher indigena a ser nomeada ministra de estado, do primeiro Ministério dos Povos
Indigenas, do Brasil.



Graduada em Letras e Enfermagem, fez pds-graduacdo em Educacao Especial e destacou-se por sua
luta pelos direitos dos povos originarios e pelo meio ambiente. Em 2018 Sonia Guajajara foi candidata
avice-presidéncia da Republica compondo a chapa com Guilherme Boulos, abrindo a discussdo dentro
do movimento indigena para a importancia de ocupar a politica. Em 2022, atendendo ao chamado da
Articulacdo dos Povos Indigenas do Brasil - APIB, assumiu o compromisso de aldear a politica brasileira,
lancando, junto a outras candidaturas indigenas, sua campanha a deputada federal pelo estado de
S3do Paulo, se tornando a primeira deputada indigena eleita no estado e a indigena com a maior
votacdo da histéria.

Internacionalmente reconhecida por sua luta em defesa dos direitos dos povos indigenas, seus
territérios e por sua luta pelas causas socioambientais, foi eleita uma das 100 pessoas mais influentes
de 2022 pelarevista TIMES. Sonia fez parte da Coordenagao das Organizagdes e Articulagdes dos Povos
Indigenas do Maranhdo (Coapima), da Coordenagdo das OrganizagGes Indigenas da Amazbnia
Brasileira (COIAB) e atuou como coordenadora executiva da APIB (Articulagdo dos Povos Indigenas do
Brasil). Também integrou o GT dos Povos Originarios na transi¢do de governo, e foi parte fundamental
na construgao do relatdrio que mapeou as principais demandas e prioridades para os povos indigenas,
como a demarcacgdo de terras.
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