2020 Harmony with Nature – Theme: Earth Jurisprudence
By Hana Begovic – Earth-centered Law
1. What would the pracDce of Earth-centered Law look like from an Earth Jurisprudence
perspecDve? How is that diﬀerent from how Earth-centered Law is generally pracDced
now? And, what are the beneﬁts of pracDcing Earth-centered Law from an Earth Jurisprudence perspecDve?
Nature is the very web of life which connects every organism on Earth into one profound
and complex interdependent ecosystem. Life on Earth as we know it is only possible thanks
to a mul=plicity of factors such as the bees, the rain, the proper ﬂow of temperature in the
atmosphere, the deep currents of the oceans, and more. Profoundly transforming the way
humans interact with the rest of Nature is crucial to prevent this delicate balance from being
irreversibly disrupted.
This is where Rights of Nature comes in as an ecocentric approach for re-establishing and
maintaining this delicate balance. Rights of Nature is a powerful legal and cultural idea, tool
and movement for a transforma=ve paradigm shiD which provides legal standing to Nature
in human courts of law by recognizing the intrinsic rights of holis=c ecosystems to exist,
thrive, evolve, regenerate its vital cycles and play their role in the web of life on Earth. Recognizing the Rights of Nature provides humanity a way to build a respecFul rela=onship in
harmony with the rest of the Earth system. It also creates a unique space to call for systemic
change in the current capitalist paradigm which today lays the founda=on for an unscrupulous development model enslaving Nature by making her human property and separate
from, and inferior to, humans. This system only beneﬁts the few, jeopardizes the rights to
life, dignity and respect of the many, and unmercifully destroys the very precondi=ons for
life on Earth.
Rights of Nature has the poten=al to challenge capitalist and extrac=vist percep=ons of Nature and change the dynamics of our legal and governance systems. A key element in this
transforma=on is the cultural shiD that Rights of Nature requires and seeks, redeﬁning concepts such as ”wealth” and ”development”, away from ﬁnancial accumula=on towards wellbeing. Hence, recognizing the Rights of Nature does not only address the need to protect,
but also the need to fundamentally change the rela=onships that human beings have with
the rest of Nature by transforming the socio-cultural fabric of our socie=es, and the worldviews and percep=ons of what our place should be on Earth. This profound change cannot
be obtained from a legal approach only because it also needs the behavioural change in order for these recognized rights to be eﬀec=vely implemented, respected and upheld. Both of
these elements must ﬁnd a dynamic point of intersec=on in order for Nature to become another actor in decision-making processes, and have her reproduc=on, integral restora=on
and con=nuity guaranteed.
2. What promising approaches would you recommend for achieving implementaDon of an
Earth-centered worldview for Earth-centered Law? (Note: depending on the discipline, approaches could also be theoreDcal, although pracDcal approaches should be prioriDzed).
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There are various approaches that I could recommend for achieving implementa=on of an
Earth-centered worldview for Earth-centered Law. However, the contribu=on I wish to make
to the global conversa=on focuses on the essen=al role of youth leadership.
Today, young people’s faith in the future, ability to cope and sense of security are being
tested. Faith in the future and conﬁdence in the society are one of the most important
things we as people have to convey to young genera=ons. Various surveys indicate that
young people increasingly lack conﬁdence in the fairness of the society, sta=ng that their
voices are not heard on key issues such as the protec=on of Nature. Many young people
addi=onally es=mate that they do not have the same opportuni=es as their parents had
growing up. Regardless of socio-economic background or geopoli=cal circumstances,
young people have a strong desire to contribute to a transforma=onal shiD to turn the
alarming scien=ﬁc projec=ons concerning their own futures, and the future of the planet, into scenarios of hope and resilience through collec=ve ac=on and cul=va=on of
hope.
Now, more than ever before, meaningful par=cipa=on of youth in the crea=on of new prac=ces, strategies and approaches for the protec=on of Nature is essen=al and is star=ng to
get more interna=onally recognized. Working with youth around the world, and being youth
myself, I speak for many young change-makers when I say that being able to be a present
member of a growing movement, ac=vely contribute with skills, insights and ideas to the
ac=ons taken for protec=ng Nature, and ﬁnd my place in the world and make it my own
gives me the inner strength to cul=vate hope, courage and resilience for what the future
holds for me, other young people of my genera=on and the genera=ons to come. Young
change-makers have the capacity and capability required to eﬀec=vely experiment, promote
and apply the concept of Rights of Nature in order to address the ecological crisis with civil
society, policymakers, world leaders and governments.
Working with young change-makers around the world, I have learned why many young people choose to get engaged in today’s environmental movements. The main lessons I have
drawn, and which I fully agree with, is that youth want to be seen and heard. They want to
feel that they have a greater control over their futures through their purposeful engagement, taking on valued roles, addressing issues that are relevant to them and their futures,
and contribu=ng to tangible impact. Many also struggle with climate anxiety and ecological
grief, and use their ac=vism as a channel to convert feelings of powerlessness into hope and
ac=on.

3. What key problems or obstacles do you see as impeding the implementaDon of an
Earth-centered worldview in Earth-centered Law?
Even though Rights of Nature has been increasingly gaining momentum, it has not given
young genera=ons enough space to ac=vely par=cipate and deﬁne their roles in the movement, through which they can act with Mother Earth. Youth should not only be informed
about how Rights of Nature can be a useful tool for systemic change, but they also need
space to grow, learn and ﬁnd their own ways to express themselves, spread their wings and
defend Nature within the movement.
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In many countries across the planet, legal systems currently consider Nature to be humanowned property which can be exploited, commodiﬁed and used for human beneﬁt and economic proﬁt. This is the dominant percep=on of Nature of many actors with power and inﬂuence in decision-making, and it is a very challenging percep=on to transform as economic
and poli=cal interests are currently considerably stronger than the willingness to act strategically and long-term for the health of the planet as a whole.
Hence, we need to ﬁnd eﬀec=ve strategies to inform decision-makers and inﬂuen=al stakeholders on the tenets of the Rights of Nature and present solid arguments for them to adopt
Earth-centered prac=ces and strategies, in order to change the prevailing laws and worldviews which conﬁrm human authority over Nature. The reality is that we cannot separate
ourselves from the water we drink, the food we eat, the air we breathe, and we must act
accordingly.
4. What are the top recommendaDons for priority, near-term acDon to move Earth-centered Law toward an Earth Jurisprudence approach? What are the speciﬁc, longer-term
prioriDes for acDon? (Note: give 3 to 10 prioriDes for acDon).
1. Ensure Youth Leadership and Engagement in Eﬀorts to Implement and Uphold Rights
of Nature laws: Build meaningful rela=onships and collabora=ons with young changemakers (leaders, lawyers, poli=cians, Indigenous leaders, journalists, ac=vists, educators etc.) who are ﬁnding their own ways of expressing themselves and defending Nature. Rights of Nature has the poten=al to connect to the rise of youth movements
and ﬁnd new bridges enabling exci=ng collabora=ons with tangible impacts.
2. Empower and Engage through Informa=on and Educa=on: Only when people are informed can they begin to understand the importance of what they have come to
know. Only when people understand, can they truly grasp the poten=al power of the
idea. Only when they truly grasp its potency, will they believe in it and act wholeheartedly for it.
3. Strategy, Strategy, Strategy. Explore new spaces such as governments, intergovernmental organiza=ons and suprana=onal en==es where Rights of Nature can be inserted as a new prac=ce and tool in the toolbox of inﬂuen=al stakeholders around the
world.
4. Bridge Rights of Nature with Climate Ac=on: We are seeing more lawsuits being
lodged against governments because of climate change and the lack of suﬃcient and
ac=ve ac=ons to address the ecological crisis. In the context of climate change li=ga=on, Rights of Nature could be a very valuable tool through which Nature establishes
a direct interest in defending her own rights. When the claim can be brought by Nature herself, the harm suﬀered by for example climate change is no longer indirect.
5. Consider how we use language and wording for indica=ng the inclusion of Rights of
Nature in a legal system. Instead of gran=ng an ecosystem rights, we are recognizing
those rights because the rights assigned are inherent rights whose existence do not
depend on humans. Rather, we choose to recognize rights that have always existed,
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but which we have not respected in the past.
6. Learn to listen to and channel the already exis=ng voices of Nature: We should always
talk to the mountain, not about the mountain, and in this way emphasize the fact that
Nature is speaking to us. Nature already has a voice, many voices, but we must learn
how to genuinely hear them, listen to them and channel them into deep understanding, connec=on and ac=on. Humans amongst other humans do not need to speak the
same language to be able to respect, love and care for another. A similar view should
be applied for the rest of Nature: It is not about gran=ng or giving Nature a voice.
Rather, we need to understand each other on a deeper level than mere words and
connect with all those voices. If you pay enough aden=on, you will clearly see how
every plant, tree, ﬂower, river, lake, insect and animal communicates with you every
minute of every day.
Climate change, land system change, the disturbance in Earth's nitrogen cycle, and biodiversity loss are the Earth’s responses to the disharmony and imbalance of natural law. Unques=onably, Nature is worthy of respect and dignity, and a subject of rights, and we have a responsibility to respect the life that exists with us. Overcoming the above-men=oned aberrant contradic=on is the monumental task that we humans have to confront as we face the
ex=nc=on of life as we know it. There are even cosmological reasons that assume the Earth
and life as simply moments of the vast process of evolu=on of the Universe. Life on this
planet is then essen=ally a brief moment in =me, but for that life to exist and reproduce, it
needs all the precondi=ons that allow it to survive, live and thrive.
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